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Early and latii ap[;licants to Mt, San Antonio College 
were compared in this study on the basis of grade point average and 
nuiiujer of course units conipletod. Both full-tioe and part-time 
otmients who applied early were compared to students who applied 
late. Ail of the students studied were adciitted for the tall 1972-73 
semester. The dropout rate of early and late applying students was 
also compared. There was no significant difference revealed in the 
vjrade point average of new full-trne and part-time students applying 
early and those applying late, (SW) 
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!• TITLK 

Comparison of the ton t ion dnd Academic 3ucconr> of l.'ow 
Students to Mt. Saa /^ntonio Colior^V' 

stati:mi:nt or^ TiJiLT-llH'^-' 

Pronrective studonis !^^.,Mn .nonlv:nr>, for acVnisnion tcMt, San 
Antonio Collop,n^r> fall in72-7'j r.cmostor rcbruarv 15 » 10 7?, Thosn 
pomonr. apolvinr botwoon rnhruary IS, 1^77 and Auf^ur.t lu, 1079 w'^ro 
idontiflod an early anplicantr;. Thoi',o anplyinr for tho <;arpo somor^ter 
betwoon Aur,U3t , 1072 and Aur.ust woi^ cla-,sifi»^d as lato 

applicants. Attention was pAven to ihe total units conplotod and 
grade points earned a^j well as tlie nurrJier^s that withdrew durlnrr the 
fall 1972-73 semer.ter. 

The researcher compared the parade point averaf:os and units 
completed for both p:roups. Students corr.r>letinp twelve units or rrore 
were identified as full'-tirne; less than twelve units wore classified 
as part-tine. Those who withdrew from amon?. the early and late apnli- 
cant proups wet^ also identified and corripared. 

III. HYPQnn.^f:^ 

Th*:>rfi i-^i no sirnificar^t dlff'^ronco In tlie rrade point avop^ro 
of first tir^n (d^v) fvill-tire stiidonts wlio rnake early aopl icat ion-^ 
to Ht. Han Ai^tonio Coll-'-o nr\:] vho-e w!io an!>ly late. 

Th i s no r " --ni ^ic.:^ v lif ^rr -rice la tlio ^'^ade r :o.nt averar'' 
of the first t^r-- {r\rr;) ^r^^.^^^;^^^ stiKJ-nir; \'ho make application to 

Th«ro IS no significorNt d)ffcr«nc« in the dropk>ut rate of first 
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College and tl oso who ^^pply Into* 

The resoarchei' expoctod she would not bo abla to r^joct thor^o 
null hypotheses. 

BACKGR OUND AN D STG!iiricA!K:r: OP Ti:-: rrrunv 

Mt. San Antonio Colle,^;o \3 a co!;.riunit7 collnro located i.n 
Walnut, Los Angeles County » CalifotTiia, The eni^ollrnpnt ir, app.'^ox- 
imately 17,000 includincr day and nvcninr students. 

The Mt. San Antonio College District has an estimated popula- 
tion of 500,000. Tliore arc twenty-thr^o public and private h\ph 
schools in the di^;trict, dra^m from seventeen cities. 

The admission requiremonts , for the past several ser^estei^ 
have included a completed application to the colle<^e ; having: one 
of the following: test scores on file> the (SAT) Sdmol and Collop.e 
Ability Test* the (ACT) Anerican Collor.e Te'^t or the (SAT) Scholas- 
tic Aptitude Tcsti and verified copies of all transcripts ^ incltid- 
ing all high school aixd college grades. Upon receipt of each, of 
these items prospectivf; students arc notified of their acceptance 
to the collef;e and a personal counsel inp appointr^ent is ou ranred. 

Prospective students rr^ay begin ^.pplyiri^' for fall a''"irission in 
February of encli year. ^:')-ie application peri-.^d for tlie ]n72-'n fnH 
sen)€Ster bpgan Februar/ jS, 107? aivl v;as terni ivUod Anp'::^>t: 1072. 

The lY^searcher identified ]'cl rvj^vry 1^, 1^"^'?, t>i:r-i-n 1 'i , 

397? as the eorlv apr^lic i ^-n p<^)U o I and Au^^vrU V'^'T thr<'i^ ''» 

August ?5, ].172 as the late applicition p^nirsn. 'ihoro ^ot-i^'Iv;, in 
the earjv -ipp Jic-^it loi; y^^rir^l^ nro oui^^i: v'"-';-^-* , t,':' '^v*' r - 
who ar«. rrxjst goa.1 oriented and have a greater opporlonity to 



complete thoix^ iTiatinculation earlier and bo notified of earlior 
appointments to incot with counselors, 

Thoso persons who apply in the late application period are 
often viewed as undecided <ibout their futures and unsure about 
enrolling in college. They aix3 , in limited situations, adr.itted 
on a pr6bational status until te5jt tx^sults have been rocoivod* 

Decisions affecting the educational experiences of those two 
groups of first time eni>ollees in coile,;;e az^e nade with lir.utod 
data. The purposes of this study wore to identify what happens to 
these students once they have enrolled; to identify full-time and 
part-time patterns of enrollment; grade point averages; and 
observe the dropout patterns of each group. The findincs of the 
study win be used to deteiTiine whether making an early decision 
about attending Mt. San Antonio College^ x-esults in earning a high- 
er grade point average and completing moi^ units of credit. 

The findings will be useful in tiie planning and constructing 
the course offerings, i*e. whether there is a need to provide the 
same array of courses for late enrollees as ^for early applicants. 
This fall (1973-7U), the college extended tiie application period 
for an --additional three weeks. Tiiis study will pro/ide a basis 
for a comparative study with an even later group of applicants in 
the future, 

Tne researcher expects to do follow-up research, by corrparin^; 
fiiidini's of this studv witii the 1073-7^ fall, fii\?>t tin;o coJler/j 
students, at the completion of the first sooner, ter. Persons, res- 
ponsible for making decisions c^^out admic:<u(M^s , r-ri^JtJMtion and 



and pixDcodurers . Tno ro-o vniuat ion of pr'.*-conccivod ideas about 
studc^nts, in either group v;ill be cncoura^'od, 

Tlie number of dropouic; will bo tabulated for early and late 
applicants and will be s i^:,ni f icant in the profiles of both r,roups. 
Mayer and Paulson (7), al^io from Mt, Gan Aiitonio Colle;;,c, defines 
dropouts as, ^'one who drops out or withdiMws officially or un- 
officially before completing the pi\>gram in v:liich he was enrolled." 
They exptxjss concern that students who enroll in the comiDunity 
collo^e and later deliberately chanf^e tiioir minds in ordor to 
undertake preferred alternative choices, should not be rof^arded 
as negative dropout statistics or as failures, Roucho (12) sup- 
ported that premise in his findings wjien acidonic ability scores 
appeared to be of no value in predicting junior college dropouts, 
lie found there arc certain noninteliectual differences between 
students who persist and those who dropout, 

Tixe researcher did not find the exact kind of problem under- 
study in the literature. Some related research was found and is in 
eluded in tlie following paiM^irdphs . 

Daird (1) found few sii^nificant differences between decided 
and undecided students, Jiecklinj^cr (6) concluded tr^at undecided 
students wore less satisfied with the colie^;c enviixDnmort , thnn the 
decided r.i^^^P. '^'hc decision factor refoinxid to choice of a major 
and/or occupation. 

Quay and Dole ill) su,--g:u that ::tudent attrition .ind satis- 
faction with coJiei;o aixi r-i.atcd, Monto;;omory CcTJiunity Collojr^c 
student responses on CUlC (Coljuyo and University Knvlr-on-sont Goalc 



suggested that sorn^ uiu'onliscic expcctions may bo :i rc>sult of the 
general adolescoiic culture and others nay he due to character- 
istics associated with a specific itisc itution. 

Research in the past 30 to 40 years has established that past 
performance in high i^chool is the most valid single predictor of 
college grades. Morrisey (8) Lnvescii^ated six noninr.ellective vari- 
ables to try and explain why hi^^her ability sludents withdrew be- 
fore receiving a degree or else fail to perfom\ satisfactorily. 
Academic ability was controlled while the nonliUel lective factors; 
f anri ly independence, family social status, independence ^ liberalism^ 
peer independence and sex were allowed to vary. He identified 80 
per coat of the high ability liberal students from families of low 
socio-econonic status persist while only 43 per cent of the high 
ability, liberal students from families of high socio-economic 
status persist* Individual efforts to persist may be fostered by 
the desire to raise social status* He also speculates persons who 
have the ac^idemic ability to do college work and takes a liberal 
attitude are related to a desire to change and improve the lot of 
man and believes that a college education will help them in the task. 

Vaughan (13) found that students, in a four year college, dis- 
missed for academic failure vs. those who vohitu ar i ly witVidrev; for 
a variety of other reasons difier in cognitive measures and in per- 
sonality characteristics, Tii e imp 1 i c a t i on is a need for different 
approaches witli ine;nbers of ther^e two groLips in at tack in.; the col le:;o 
dropout problem. 
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V, DEFiMiTTn:i or t::-^.:' 



Fir s t-t vfT.ty s tu(!en t - the fir^.^t tirae the student has enrolled 

in 3uy collo'^e, 

Kull-titr. e stud ent - a ^5t\Ident enrolled in and completing 12 

or more unit "3 , 

Early ap plicant - a studont who made application to Mt, 

San Antonio College bel>/een februaiy 15, 

19 72 and Aufj.utU lU , 19 72. 
Late applicant - a student who made application to Mt . 

San Antonio Collcp^e between AuRust 1*^, 

1972 and Au^^ust 25, 1972. 
Drop out - a student failing to complete the fall 

19 72-73 semester at Mt. San Antonio 

College , 

Grade point average- an average that is calculated on the basis 

of numerical values bein^ equated with 
letter t'A'^^es : A=U points, B=3 poir.ts , 
C=2 points, D=l point, W=0 points, r=0 
points, wr=0 points, W grades are not 
calculated in the total units attempted; 
all units for all other p^i^ades ax^ includcdi 



Academic «:uccesr 
— — V — ' — ^-^-^ — 



student earning a 2,00 r,rade point avcrar.e. 



UMITATIONn or Ttn\ STUDY 

The researcher recoenized certain limitations in the studyi 

'Or\iy\i:mcrtant. ^:li '^■v- ' -^.r-: . ft not l)o. no.*?>ublp: tb'-gon---. 

oralizvi ruidijhns lo oihi.'r .vaniiy colleges ^'^^ owiy Mt. ''^m AviLonio 



College first- t.ime day students movo ihciuaod, The total day, 
first-tirr^ fail 1072-7 3 sluderits totaled 3,^32, A random sample 
of approximately 25 o (3^i7) of the population was identified by 
selecting every fourth studt^nt in c\\\ alphabetical list. The 
limitations of comparin^^, these findin[is with students, identified 
in siifiilar mannei'* from ^mother colie^;o would not provide a like 
population in educational backgr^ourid , socio-economic level and 
ago ran^T^e. 

Tl^e researcher made the assumption tliere were no significant 
diffei^encos in early aJid late applicants for college academic 
success, units completed and staying in college. Unaccounted for 
factors were at work , i ,e . financial burdens, personal problems, 
personality conflicts, academic preparation and/or lack of pre- 
paration, undependal>le transportation and parental conflicts. 

The study lacks the selectivity of a matched sampling based 
on the above named factors. It is also limited to students com- 
pleting only one semester of college work, A continued follow-up 
of this study would be valuable in identifying long term behavior 
and success patterns. 

BASIC ASGUM PTJONS 

Certain assumptions wer'3 made in designing the study. Hie 
researCkier ass\ur,ed the tyo^ atudont ^t,ik ':ps ,^f early and late 
^ii[^'y:*^^!Jl^^>^i?'^^^ J"^- hcr;ororwou:: . Ti.Is a^;sumption W5s 
based primarily on tne fact that a majority of the first time 
students, to Mt. San Antonio Ccli:'.i;c, cone directly froT: the 
district high schools since it is difficult to receiv >ul oi - 
district porrnVi-: to attend other coy^iVWiiLiy coil^^./e:;. 
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The asaunpiion was niade tuai ih-.- ..a^.wi.- vas representative ot 
both groups of applicants. It was also assumed the late cnrollees 
had equal opportunity to select couVvSes ll;ey wanted to take and 
thought they could succeed in, as did the early applicants. 



VIII. PROCEDURES FOR COLT.LCTING DATA 

Data were collected from the transcripts of a random sample 
of first time (day) fall 1972-73 students, llie total number of 
students in this popu la t ion was 3 ,^32 . The sample included ap- 
proximately 847 of the total. The researcher began with six groups 
of findings: 

(1) First time (day) early applicant students tluit 
enrolled in and completed 12 or^ more semester units. 

(2) First time (day) late applicant students that 
enrolled in and completed fewer than 12 semester 
units . 

(3) First time (day) early applicant students that 
enrolled in and completed fewer than 12 semester 
units . 

(A) First time (day) late applicant students that 
enrolled in and completed fewer than 12 semester 
units . 

(5) First time (day) ^-arly applicant students that 
failed to complete the semester • 

(6) First time (day) late applicant students that 
failed to complete the semester. 

Group results were tabulated in class intervals of one-half 

grade point as follows: 

0 - 0.50 
0.51 • 1.00 
1.01 - 1.30 
1.51 - 2.00 
2.01 - 2.50 
2,5L - 3,00 

The dale; vcre collected manually by the rcr^carcher over n p<~riod of 
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three weeks, involvin^^, a minimum of elght^ hours, Each of. the 8A7 
student records wore taken from a foldor filo^ opened and the in- 
fontiatlon transferred to the class liuervol distribution and drop- 
out tally sheet, \ 
PROCEDlfKHS FOR TRKATING DATA 

The data was tabulated according to grade point inter\''al3, 
The mean and standard deviation was calculated for the following: 

(1) Early Applicants, full-time (12 or more semester 
units) 

(2) Late Applicants, full-time (12 or more semester 
units) 

(3) Early Applicants, part-time (fewer than 12 semester 
units) 

(4) Late Applicants, part- time (fewer than 12 semester 
units) 

The z-test was calculated to test the null hypotheses* The z-tcst 
was also used on the dropout data to test the difference between 
two sample populations. ITie ,05 level of significance was accepted. 
The 2- two-tailed test was utilized because the investigator wanted 
to determine if the two means were significantly different, As 
the 2-test assumes the two samples come from two populations with 
equal means but not necessarily equal variances, it v^^as also used 
with the dropout data to test the differences between two sample 
populations , 

DATA RESULTING FROM TlfK STin)Y 

The data appears in the following bar graphs and tables. The 
bar graphs pictovially ilbistrato four scin of data. 
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The full-time and fjart-time studont r.i^ade point distribution appears 

in the following chart : 
Full-time 



CPA 

0-0.50 

0. 5.-1.00 
1.01-1.50 

1. '51-2.00 
2.01-2.50 
2.51-2.00 
3.01-3.50 
3.51-14. 00 



Early App li cant 



6 

61 

85 

96 

43 

26 
317 



Late Ap plicant 
N 
1 



3 
9 
10 

If 



The early applicant mean was 2.54 grade point average and the late 
applicant 2.45. The standard deviation was .6 for both sets of 
data. 
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Part-timo . * 



GPA Early AF>plicrint^ L ate Applicant 





U 


M 


0-0 .50 


20 


5 


0 . 51-1.00 


10 


5 


0.01-1.50 


?8 


4 

5 


1.51-2.00 


79 


X7 


2.01-2.50 


77 


3 


2.51-3.00 


^9 


13 


3.01-3.50 


13 


2 


3.51-H.OO 


6 





The early applicant part-time moan was 2*01 grade point average and 
the late applicant part-time was 1.94 grade point average. The 
standard deviation for the early applicants was ,7 and ,9 for the 
late applicant group. 
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Data Contrasted by Application PeriodSf 





Early Applicant 
February 15 > 1972 


11 


Moan CPA 


Standard Doviat on 


Full-time 


317 


2.54 


.6 


Part-time 


277 


2.01 


.7 


Dropout 


130 




• 


Total 


72U 


— ' • : : : 






Late Applicant 
August 15 to 

August 25, 1972 






■ 


Full-time 


27 


2.45 

i 


.6 


Part-time 




1.94 


.9 


Dropouts 


h2 






Total 


123 






Grand Total 


8U7 
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The z-test, applied to the full-tltne envly and late applicant data 
yellded a .737 level of significance; thorofore, the researcher failed to 
reject the null hypothesis, ''There Is no 3lanificat\t difference In the 
grade point average of first time (day) full-time students who make early 
application to Mt , San Antonio College and those who apply late/' 

The 2-test, applied to th^^ part-time early and late applicant data 
yielded a ,538 level of significance; therefore, the researcher failed to 
reject the null hypothesis , "There is no significant difference in the 
grade point average of first time (day) part-time students who make early 
applications to Mt, San Antonio College and those who apply late. 

The third null hypothesis > "There is no significant difference in 
the dropout rate of first time (day) students who make early applications 
to Mtt San Antonio College and those who apply late." was rejected. There 
were 724 early applicants, 130 of who^dropped out before the end of the 
semester. Fourty-two of the 123 late applicants withdrew. 

XI. SIGNIFICANCE AND CONCLUSIONS 

The assumption was made that early and late applicants to Mt. San 
Antonio Colle^ge were generally alike in their educational preparation and 
abilities to succeed. ITie grade point averages of early and late, full- 
tirae and part-time students in the spring of 1973 supported the assumption 
that ability to succeed was the same for both groups. 

One conclusion Is that students who applied late and remained were 
academically successful; ho\;evcr, there wa?J a greater likelihood for the 
for the late applicants to withdraw, One basic assumption was that late 
cnrolceo hr^d equal oppofLunity to select the courses they wanted and could 
b« «xp«ct^d to $ucco«d io, ^5 did the ^6tly 6pplictni$ . A ^dreful review 
of classes, available afur August 13, 1972, rcvouled that several classes 
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were cloaod. This was parcloularly tru^ of morning hour8> usually con* 
sldered prlmftlmo for studonts who nre omploycd* In those cases, where 
'first choice* classes were closed students enrolled In whatever was 
available at the hours they could attend* With some career majors, tiO, 
Continerlcal Flight, this meant the student was not enrolled In a course 
he/she saw as goal directed. In reviewing the data in the Individual 
folders, it was apparent that many of the late applicant dropouts had 
enrolled in only one or two courses. In order to make conclusive state- 
ments about those students who dropout a matched sample would need to be 
established with the opportunity to make the same course selections as 
early applicancs, 

As was noted under the background section, persons responsible for 
making decisions about admissions, counseling and registration will uti- 
lize the findings in ansoring questions about extending the registration 
period In the spring semester. 

XII. FUTURE S TUDIES 

The investigator recommends that a follow-up study of this semester's 
students be conducted under the same set of creterla plus following up 
the students in this sample to better determine success and behavior 
patterns, answering such questions as, ^'Do the dropouts return to college?" 
If so, when? ".Do they become the early applicants the second time around?" 
"Does academic success, In the first semester, mean that students are more 
apt to succeed the second semester?" 

In answering these questlotis or those posed In the study the ^"^^^^OJjjyff^gjly ^jf Q^j^jj 
should bo ourire that findtr^?>5? ar^^^ related to .^tmicntfl at Mt.'San Antonio LOS ANGELES 
C.'j l...,^e J jpp: ion of \ iw^'.liii-. lo .iii.'^i'r.r ^.il t u.il i on is iujL r.dvUu'J, !,\j\}2o 

CLeAR/NriMOll?F F^P 
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